Table S2 Comparison of patient characteristics by subgroup between NDLN < 15 and NDLN ≥ 15
	Characteristics
	NDLN < 15 
(n = 221)
	NDLN ≥ 15 
(n = 121)
	P value

	Age, median (range)
	69 (39-82)
	70 (41-80)
	0.876

	Years
	
	
	0.910

	< 70
	111 (64.9)
	60 (35.1)
	

	≥ 70
	110 (64.3)
	61 (35.7)
	

	Gender
	
	
	0.884

	Male
	193 (64.8)
	105 (35.2)
	

	Female
	28 (63.6)
	16 (36.4)
	

	Histopathology
	
	
	0.055a

	Adenocarcinoma
	173 (63.6)
	99 (36.4)
	

	Mucinous adenocarcinoma
	26 (60.5)
	17 (39.5)
	

	Adeno-squamous carcinoma
	11 (68.8)
	5 (31.2)
	

	Other types
	11 (100.0)
	0 (0)
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	0.036

	Poor
	118 (61.8)
	73 (38.2)
	

	Moderate
	88 (65.2)
	47 (34.8)
	

	High
	15 (93.8)
	1 (6.2)
	

	Bormann's type
	
	
	0.797a

	Type I
	19 (59.4)
	13 (40.6)
	

	Type II
	65 (69.1)
	29 (30.9) 
	

	Type III
	129 (63.2)
	75 (36.8)
	

	Type IV
	8 (66.7)
	4 (33.3)
	

	Lesion length, median (range) (mm)
	50.0 (10.0-120.0)
	60.0 (20.0-100.0)
	0.009

	≤ 50
	125 (71.0)
	51 (29.0)
	0.011

	> 50
	96 (57.8)
	70 (42.2)
	

	T stage
	
	
	0.006

	T1-2
	26 (86.7)
	4 (13.3)
	

	T3
	115 (66.9)
	57 (33.1)
	

	T4
	80 (57.1)
	60 (42.9)
	

	N stage
	
	
	< 0.001

	N0
	88 (83.8)
	17 (16.2)
	

	N1
	52 (76.5)
	16 (23.5)
	

	N2
	79 (66.9)
	39 (33.1)
	

	N3
	2 (3.9)
	49 (96.1)
	

	No. of positive lymph nodes (median, range)
	1 (0-10)
	6 (0-28)
	< 0.001

	No. of resected lymph nodes (median, range)
	7 (1-14)
	17 (15-52)
	< 0.001

	LNR
	
	
	< 0.001

	LNR = 0
	87 (83.7)
	17 (16.3)
	

	0 < LNR < 0.4
	64 (49.6)
	65 (50.4)
	

	LNR ≥ 0.4
	70 (64.2)
	39 (35.8)
	

	pTNM stage
	
	
	< 0.001

	I
	15 (83.3)
	3 (16.7)
	

	II
	47 (82.5)
	10 (17.5)
	

	III
	115 (63.2)
	67 (36.8)
	

	IVA
	44 (51.8)
	41 (48.2)
	

	Chemoradiotherapy
	
	
	0.008

	Yes
	49 (53.3)
	43 (46.7)
	

	No
	172 (68.8)
	78 (31.2)
	

	Surgery procedure
	
	
	0.002

	Subtotal esophagectomy with partial gastrectomy
	212 (66.9)
	105 (33.1)
	

	Total gastrectomy with partial esophagectomy
	9 (36.0)
	16 (64.0)
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